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¡Bienvenidos a todos! 
Our goals:   
You will be acquiring Spanish this year through a variety of effective and fun ways. Our primary goal  

is communication in the Spanish language.  We will also explore Spanish-speaking countries and cultures and  

make cultural and linguistic comparisons with our own.  Connections with your other school subjects will be  

made through our study of the Spanish language.  Together we will build a Spanish learning community that will enable   

you to learn and use Spanish in and outside of the classroom.   

 

I am here, as your teacher, to assist you in your acquisition of the Spanish language.  I will do my very best to see to it that 

you understand and are able to communicate proficiently in Spanish by the end of the year.  I am going to help you be 

successful. You are here to learn Spanish.  In order to do so, I need you to participate to the best of your ability 

100% of the time.  We are going to create a lot of stories together and I am counting on you to help make the stories 

interesting and entertaining. You need to come to class prepared EVERYDAY!  Attendance is critical to your success 

in this class.  If you are absent, please make sure to check in with me to get any handouts or homework assignment you 

may have missed.   

 

Spanish 3-4 is a second-year Spanish course. We begin with a brief review of material covered in a first-year course.  

Various materials are used to support your acquisition of Spanish.  (Realidades text book, Mini novels written entirely 

in Spanish, online resources such as Quia and studyspanish.com, handouts, videos, songs, articles and authentic readings)  

 

Class expectations and behaviors: 

1.) No phone use. 

2.)  Be on time. 

3.) Come to class prepared. Within 59 seconds of the bell, be in your seat, turn your phone off and put it in your 

bag or backpack, have a writing utensil and your completed homework (when assigned) on your desk.  

4.) Pay attention and be on task at all times. 

5.) No heads on desks, no hoods on heads, no earphones in ears during class activities.  

6.) No food or beverages other than water.  

7.) Speak Spanish!!!  

8.) Only have materials for Spanish class on your desk during class time. Do not attempt to read or do work for 

other classes during Spanish class.  

9.) Show respect to the teacher and your fellow classmates at all times. Insults and put-downs will not be tolerated.  

10.) Participate and have fun with the Spanish language! 

 

You will receive a grade in this class based on: A = 94% - 100% C+ = 77% - 79% 

30% Participation, Classwork, Projects                       A- = 90% - 93%  C = 74% - 76%    

10% Homework      B+ = 87% - 89% C- = 70% - 73%                                

50% Quizzes/tests (may be unannounced)  B = 84% - 86%              D = 60% - 69% 

10 % FINAL EXAM                                                        B- = 80% - 83%             F = 0% - 59% 

 

IMPORTANT: A minimum grade of 70% is required to go on to Spanish 4. 

I use eSchool for my gradebook. You can check your grade record through the Home Access Center on eSchool.  

 

Please bring to class daily: 
● a positive attitude and a desire to learn Spanish ☺ 

● binder, paper, pencil or pen  

● any reading material (novela) that has been given or checked out to you for this class 

    

Binder   Please divide your binder into the following 5 sections: 

a. Calendarios y Tareas (calendars and homework) 

b. Vocabulario (vocabulary list) y Apuntes (notes) 

c. Novela (reading and reading activites) 

d. Pruebas (quizzes) and  In-class writes (composición)  

e. Cuentos, Canciones, Artículos (stories, songs and articles) 

Please see me if you need help with obtaining any of the materials listed above.  



Participation 

In order to acquire and become proficient in Spanish, you must always do your best and participate in all class 

activities. Always be an active listener. Challenge yourself and speak Spanish as much as you can every day. In 

this class you will be listening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish every day. The more you focus your 

attention on the target of communicating in Spanish, the greater your success will be.  
 

Tarea/ Homework:  All homework is due at the beginning of the class period.  I do not give credit for incomplete 

homework. I will accept late homework (for 1/2 credit) up to the last date of the current homework calendar. If you are 

absent, it is your responsibility to check in with me when you return to get any missed tarea or class work assignments. If 

you have missed a homework assignment due to absence, it is due the next class period after your return.  The homework 

policy is also outlined at the top of your homework calendar.  

  

Pruebas/ Quizzes:  We will have a quiz every other week. Quizzes will be on block days unless there is a school wide 

schedule change. Quizzes may be unannounced and are cumulative, meaning that anything that we’ve studied during the 

semester could be on a quiz.   

 

Composición/ Writing:  We will be writing often in class in a variety of formats.  Typically, in-class writes are graded as 

complete/incomplete based on your ability to write a number of words in a timed session. (Writing to improve fluency is 

the idea.)  

 

Some notes about acquiring Spanish 

Why isn’t Spanish like some of your other high school classes? 

Spanish is a skill.  This is not a class in which you can learn material for a test and then forget it.  Acquiring a language is 

like learning how to ride a bike.  It’s a skill that you build gradually, use, and remember for a long time.  In order to build 

your skills you need to practice and that is why full participation in class is essential for you to improve your Spanish 

skills. Fortunately, you already have some skills (reading and writing) that will help you to acquire Spanish more quickly.  

What if I make a mistake in class? 
Mistakes when acquiring a new language are normal, natural and…. EXPECTED!!!   Even students with a high degree of 

proficiency in the language will make errors when speaking or writing.  Don’t worry about making mistakes! Making 

mistakes in class will not count against you as long as you are trying your best to acquire and use Spanish. Relax and have 

fun participating in class and your Spanish will improve quickly!    

 

The Bottom Line   If you try to learn and participate fully in this class, you're going to know a lot of Spanish by June.  I 

promise.  

 
 

Please sign below if you have read, understand and are willing to abide by the expectations for Spanish 3/4. 

 

Signature of student:_______________________________  Print student name____________________________ 

 

Please share this course information with a parent/guardian and have them sign below.  

 

Signature of parent/guardian:______________________________  

 

Print parent/guardian  name: ______________________________      

Parents/guardians - Please feel free to contact me with any questions or just to say ¡hola! 

 

I am looking forward to a great year with you all!     

Profesora Vallejo  

 


